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Teen Spirits 

By: Nina Costa

 Many people make the mistake 
of relating any kind of paranormal 
activity all into one category with one 
explanation: ghosts. According to the 
Southern Connecticut Paranormal Society 
(SCPS) team, there are several different 
types of “paranormal experiences.” 
Instead of lumping them all together, there 
are specifics such as “ghosts, spirits, and 
entities” as well as hauntings that come 
from “unfinished business.” The SCPS 
team also reported witnessing activity from 
as little as hearing voices and footsteps, to 
the extremes of being scratched, getting 
objects thrown at them, and even being 
pushed during investigations.  
 One of the “haunted” places 
everyone seems to recognize is Norwich 
State Hospital, located in Preston, CT. 
The topic of paranormal activity seems 
to be very appealing to teenagers, but if 
it’s so creepy and potentially dangerous, 
what makes it so interesting?  Truth is, it’s 
mostly just for the thrill factor. Norwich 
State Hospital used to be an insane 

asylum which opened back in the early 
1900’s and closed in the 1980’s. It was a 
place to house and treat patients who were 
mentally unstable and keep them away 
from society. When it was closed everyone 
just up and left, leaving everything how 
it was and pushing all the patients out 
onto the streets. This resulted in many 
items still remaining there. Disregarding 
the dangerous amount of asbestos found 
inside the hospital, young people still 
proceed to break in. Due to all the dark 
stories of patients the hospital holds, 
rumors of the hospital being haunted with 
the former patients have caused people 
attempting to trespass and explore through 
the buildings in hope to experience some 
sort of “paranormal activity.” But, instead 
of actually exploring the hospital and its 
interesting history, teens are vandalizing 
the buildings, and destroying any items 
found. While the buildings are already 
condemned, all the destruction is just 
making it worse and taking away from the 
history.   

Mike Lopez looks over a portion of the Norwich State Hospital.                 photo by: Alex Winakor

A Little Closer to Home
By: Gerald Aquino
 Montville is in the works of 
building its very own sports arena in 
Lombardi Park on Sachetello Drive. 
According to The Day, the sports arena 
is “An 80,000-square foot…” area that 
“…will consist of four indoor soccer/
sports fields with office space for staff. 
There will be two concession bars for 
sales of drinks and pre-packaged food.” 
In addition, a mezzanine is being added 
for spectators to view the game. Most of 
these add-ons certainly make this facility 
different than that of Renegade Sports 
Center and Summit Fitness/Sports.
 The infrastructure is expected to 
be completed in December, but an opening 
day for the complex is being planned for 
September of 2015. The company, Wide 
World of Indoor Sports (WWIS), owns 
2 other facilities in North Smithfield and 
North Kingston, RI. 
 When WWIS owner Dan Fawcett 
was asked about why Montville was 
chosen as the grounds for this project, he 
answered, “You know there was a need 
for a large indoor facility in that region. 
I think the largest, you know, one closest 
is up in Farmington. So we looked at 
Montville, it had easy access on and off 
the highways; they had a nice land parcel 
over there so it was the region we were 
looking for.” Fawcett also mentioned a list 
of sports that can be played in the facility. 
“…Soccer is our primary sport, but we 
also have lacrosse, softball, baseball, flag 
football, field hockey, volleyball, and we 
actually have rugby.” 
 Anticipation for the new complex 
rises with the idea of playing a pool of 
sports in a building that is a little closer to 
home than others. Fawcett says, “I think 
there is a huge demand. We have gotten a 
tremendous amount of response already, 
local groups interested in securing times. 
I think right off the bat the first year we’ll 
be very, very busy” 
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MHS SPORTS
Montville is Making a Splash

By: Isabel Orbe

 Montville High School not only 
has athletes on the field, but also in the 
pool. Brett Arnold is in his fourteenth 
year of coaching the Waterford Girls’ 
Swimming and Diving team and now 
for the third year, he is also training 
Montville athletes. Junior Abigail Baukus 
has been swimming with the Waterford 
High School Girls’ team for 3 years now. 
Baukus said, “I do everything with them 
as if I went to Waterford myself and I’m 
included like any other teammate.”
 Formerly the only Montville 
student participating with Waterford, 
this season Baukus is joined by Molly 
Podeszwa (sophomore), and Alexa 
Charles (freshman). “It feels more 
like Montville is a team with 3 of us 
swimming. Plus carpooling made all our 
lives easier,” commented Baukus. These 
3 athletes are finally getting recognition 
for their accomplishments in the pool and 
according to Baukus, “It’s now like any 
other sport at MHS and it’s only fair that 
we get some credit.”

 Baukus enjoys the team bonding 
and competitive racing that swimming 
presents. However, she dislikes jumping 
into a cold pool at 7 in the morning on a 
Saturday. Baukus mainly competes in the 
backstroke, while Podeszwa and Charles 
race in the freestyle. 
 When asked about the future of 
Montville’s Swim team, Baukus said, 
“Hopefully, the team will continue after 
I graduate. Maybe if we form a co-op, 
it can grow and more people can join.” 
Competitive swimming seems to be a 
rising trend with Montville students in 
elementary and middle school. Many 
young athletes from Montville train 
with the Thames Aquatic Club (TAC) at 
Connecticut College; Baukus was one 
of these young athletes. If these athletes 
continue to swim throughout high school, 
then MHS’ Swim team has a bright future 
and can grow and gain more recognition.

Abby Baukus representing Montville at ECCs.          photo by:Mike Lopez

Girls Basketball 
Heading to Florida
By: Kyle Marsh
 This winter the Montville High 
girls’ basketball team will be taking a trip 
down to Florida for a national basketball 
tournament. The tournament will be held 
at the Disney Park, ESPN Wide World 
of Sports in Orlando. KSA Events is in 
charge of a tournament from December 
26-31. It is for boys and girls in grades 
9-12 and it is open to anyone who wants 
to sign up. 96 teams are entered and the 
tournament is split up into 8 team brackets 
to give each team a chance to compete 
with schools of the same size.
  The MHS girls’ team has done 
several fundraisers to fund enough money 
to take the trip. They have run the Fair 
Oaks yard sale, had a candy sale, and have 
raffled off professional sports tickets. They 
also have sold ads and have an upcoming 
pasta dinner to raise the remaining money 
for the trip.
 This is the third time the team 
has made the trip to Florida and Coach 
Wainwright said it has been a great 
experience every time. The first trip was 
in 2005. The experience was so positive 
that Wainwright wanted to continue the 
trip every few years. Wainwright stated, 
“If you play four years with the program, 
I want everyone to go to Florida at least 
once.”
 Last season the girls finished with 
a record of 11-12. Since last year was not 
what they were hoping for, Wainwright 
is hoping that this trip will bring positive 
feelings toward the program and that this 
season will be much improved. They will 
be playing at the HP Fieldhouse or the 
Jostens Center. Both facilities are world 
class. The HP Fieldhouse is a bit smaller 
yet still a great competitive atmosphere.
The Jostens Center is the bigger of the two 
venues is located only a few steps away 
from the Fieldhouse. The trip is only a 
month away and needless to say all of the 
players are beyond excited.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Catherine Furman 
 It’s that time again! That’s right, 
it’s basketball season. Many basketball 
fans are filled with excitement because 
the most popular winter sport is back 
again, though for some individuals the 
season isn’t coming back.   NBA Los 
Angeles Lakers player, Steve Nash, has 
been ruled out of the 2014-2015 season. 
League sources have told CNN that it has 
been confirmed the 40-year-old does have 
recurring nerve damage in his back and 
thus had to be ruled out of this season. 
Although he hasn’t quite announced his 
retirement, he was expecting his 19th 
NBA year to be his final.  With Nash 
not able to play in the games, it gives an 
opportunity for his teammate, Jeremy Lin, 
to show off his stuff. Lin was offered to 
play as the starting point guard for the 
Lakers. If Lin takes this chance, he will 

NBA: Los Angeles Lakers 2014-2015 

get at least 30 minutes (or more) playing 
time in each game.
 Also, Kobe Bryant came back 
from his time off due to his Achilles and 
knee injuries. For getting back on his feet 
he is doing well in preseason. Hopefully 
he is going to come back sharp and ready 
to play his best. 2015-2016 is going to be 
Bryant’s 20th year playing; next year’s 
season is when his contract is going to 
expire and he is no longer eligible to play. 
Last year, Kobe’s average time played 
through the whole season was only 29.5 
minutes, due to injury. This year, he 
played an average of 32 minutes in just 
the 2 months of October and November. 
Looking at the current stats the Lakers 
haven’t won any of their games yet. Kobe 
is devastated and wants his teammates 
to turn up the intensity. Kobe, about Lin, 

By: Van Heller

 The Manning family has 
accomplished numerous milestones in 
their decades of success, from Archie 
Manning scrambling through defensive 
players with the New Orleans Saints, to 3 
Superbowl rings between his sons. Peyton 
Manning, (Denver Quarterback and 
second oldest son) has set his footprint in 
professional football time and time again. 
When he won his first Superbowl in 2007, 
it seemed that he was at the pinnacle of his 
career.
 This year is Peyton Manning’s 
second season with the Denver Broncos, 
after being relieved from the Indianapolis 
Colts because of a neck injury. His 
fourteenth season and seventh game of 
the year Manning, yet again, chiseled 
his name in the history books.  October 
19th, playing against the San Francisco 

The Next Chapter in The Book of Manning

49ers, he threw for his 509th touchdown 
pass, breaking the previous record of 
touchdown passes in one career set by 
former NFL quarterback Brett Favre. 
Entering the game, Manning threw 
touchdown pass No. 507 to  Emmanuel 
Sanders (wide receiver) then No. 508 to 
Wes Welker (wider receiver), both being 
their first touchdowns of the season. 
Demaryius Thomas (wide receiver) 
caught the record-breaking pass early in 
the second quarter. Manning broke Favre’s 
record 56 games before Favre broke his in 
their careers. At the game, the opposing 
team’s quarterback, Colin Kaepernick, 
showed enthusiasm for Manning’s pass 
with a smile from the sidelines, even 
though the 49ers were losing. After the 
pass, it seemed like Manning just won the 
Superbowl again. People flooded the field 

swarming Manning for media attention. 
Manning, however, just wanted to get his 
hands on the record-breaking ball. The 
receivers, on the other hand, wanted to 
play a game of keep away from Manning, 
but eventually he got to grasp his newest 
trophy. 
  Two years ago the thought of 
Peyton Manning ever playing football 
again seemed impossible, let alone 
becoming the only QB to ever pass 509 
touchdown passes. “Broncos fans, you 
have just witnessed history,” Alan Roach 
(Mile High sports announcer) exclaimed 
to the stadium upon achieving that 
Denver milestone. Manning signed with 
the Broncos for a 5-year contract through 
2016. Who knows what’s in store for the 
Manning family next. 

 photo by: Associuated Press

said, “I think the biggest thing for him 
to learn is to play relentlessly.” The L.A. 
Lakers are only looking to get better and 
just want play their hearts out.
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Nightcrawler Frenzy 

By: Ryan Turney

 The twisted events that sometimes 
occur in photojournalism are revealed 
in a behind-the-scenes look in the new 
movie Nightcrawler, directed by Dan 
Gilroy. Although Rotten Tomatoes only 
gives a review rating of 94%, this doesn’t 
do justice to the convoluted structure 
of the fast-paced plot. A motivated and 
desperate man by the name of Lou Bloom 
(played by Jake Gyllenhaal) portrays the 
work of an obsessive videographer. His 
stories, which he sells to a news producer, 
become borderline unethical. This affects 
her by changing her values on the actual 
length that she will go to in order to gain 
ratings. The twisted plot becomes an eye-
catching adventure as Lou Bloom and his 
assistant navigate their way through the 
crime-ridden streets of L.A. to become 
an unstoppable duo in the name of crime 
journalism for hungry news crews around 
the area. 
 From the start, this movie has 
viewers on the edge of their seats. The 
anticipation for the release of this movie 

was well worth the wait. The hidden side 
of the main character, Bloom, leaves 
viewers wanting more. The mysterious 
character Gyllenhaal portrays will leave 
anyone speechless. He convinces viewers 
with his wide eyes and short, cunning 
sayings that his story is something 
plucked from the true events. The New 
Yorker says, “The scariest thing about the 
new Jake Gyllenhaal film, ‘Nightcrawler,’ 
is Jake Gyllenhaal. Or, to be precise, 
Jake Gyllenhaal’s eyes.” This aspect of 
the movie is the cherry on top to a fully-
throttled plot being driven by Bloom’s 
obsession. It’s almost ironic how the 
character is racing down the streets of 
L.A. in a red Challenger, challenging his 
own, and the media’s, values, morals and 
way of life. 
 ‘Lucky’ Lou brings into the 
picture a whole different angle on crime 
journalism, creating an unbalanced and 
interesting scene that he brings to the 
forefront. All in all, this story is a must see 
for any action enthusiast. 

Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony Chorus
By: Ashley Kolasa and Staff Editor
 The Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony Chorus (ESCS) members 
include our very own Mr. Ben Hayes 
and Mr. Josh Cushing. Hayes (bass for 
the chorus) has been participating in the 
chorus for 7 years now and has enjoyed 
every moment of it. He says, “It’s a great 
opportunity to express myself creatively 
and artistically.” Hayes has been singing 
since he was in high school and has never 
stopped. When asked what his favorite 
part about doing the ESCS is, he replied 
“I enjoy being able to sing in a large group 
with quality singers.
 This year the ESCS are performing 
selected pieces from the Mozart Requiem 
and Mozart Solemn. 
      The ensemble is made up of 
singers of different ages. To be in the 
choir, an audition is required. The 
youngest members right now are MHS 
students Mia Gambone and Helena Sun. 
The oldest is a woman in her 90’s.  Some 
members are parents and grandparents 
of students that go to Montville, but the 
chorus is comprised by people who are 
from all over Connecticut. The director, 
Mark Singleton, comes from the Hartford 
area, but members travel from northern 
and southern Connecticut perform. 
       The Chorus practices for two 
hours on Wednesdays usually beginning  
in September.  This year the chorus will 
have two performances for the first quarter 
of the season. The first one happened on 
Saturday, November 1 and the next concert 
will be on December 20, 2014 for which 
they will perform Handel’s Messiah. 
      ESCS is the only symphony 
chorus in Connecticut. They have 
performed in China, Italy, Greece and 
Croatia well as  with the Arcadiana’s 
Symphony Orchestra in Louisiana and at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City. 
      In the spring the chorus will be 
singing at the Guarde Arts Theater in New 
London. 

Jake Gyllenhaal as Lou Bloom.       
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By: Ryan Turney
 Day of the Dead (or “Dia de los 
Muertos”) is an ancient tradition that 
traces back some 3,000 years into the 
rich culture of Mexico. Day of the Dead 
becomes a part of the person after they 
have passed on because of the family 
members that emphasize such gratitude 
for their loved ones. This Mexican 
tradition has worked its way into Mrs. 
Clifford’s Spanish class over the past 
few years, allowing students to become 
in touch with the diverse background of 
the day. This holiday is very unique to 
our culture since we don’t usually have a 
party for our loved ones who have passed 
on, and so this definitely takes some time 
to get used to. 
 Since this is new to a majority 
of the students, Mrs. Clifford came up 
with the idea of using a toy that the 

“Dia de los Muertos”

students no longer played with. This will 
allow the students to creatively reflect 
on their past just like they would if they 
were remembering a loved ones’ life. 
Not only will the classes benefit from 
this experience, but also people in the 
community. Clifford said students “will 
bring a food item that we will donate to 
the food bank here in Montville.” This 
kind of gift to the community resembles 
the spirit that Day of the Dead emphasizes 
with its unrelenting love and worship. 
 According to Clifford, “Tommy 
McDaniel will be the person that ‘passed 
away’ and everybody in the class will talk 
about something that they experienced 
with Tommy.” This will represent the kind 
of remembrance that is so honored in the 
Mexican tradition. The most important 
aspect of the day will be the honorary 

By: Van Heller

 Thelma Brelesky (a Waterford 
resident) has been the light of her family 
for over 90 years. She raised 5 children 
almost entirely by herself, while keeping 
a smile on her face. Last April she was 
interviewed to be on the new hit show 
Grandma’s Ravioli hosted by Mo Rocca 
(Actor and Journalist with CBS). After the 
interview, Brelesky was chosen to be one 
of the guests in this year’s season, even 
though in the interview they didn’t even 
mention her cooking! 
 On the night of her premiere, 
Brelesky’s family decided to throw a 
surprise, red carpet dinner party in her 
honor. At Andrea Pollack’s (youngest 
daughter of Thelma) home in Killingworth, 
CT. the Pollack’s driveway was lined 
with red fabric running up into the front 
door with candle light on each side. 

Chef Bre-les-sky

Family and friends waited outside like 
paparazzi awaiting the star of the evening. 
When Brelesky’s Cadillac arrived in the 
driveway, she stepped from the passenger 
side dressed in a purple gown, with fur 
draped over her shoulders and a tiara on 
top of her head. Soon she was surrounded 
by people calling her name and taking 
pictures. Thelma exclaimed, “This is my 
good side, hunny,” as she posed to her 
good side in every picture. As Thelma was 
getting walked down the aisle by Sundrene 
Heller (her escort of the evening), she was 
asked, “What are you feeling right now?” 
Brelesky replied, “I feel overwhelmed, if 
this what the people in Hollywood deal 
with every day, I hope I never become 
famous.” The night continued with guests 
sitting down to the projector screen 
waiting for the show to begin. 

 As the show started the crowd 
grew silent, their full attention on the 
screen. In the show, Brelesky described the 
struggles she faced, and her thankfulness 
for such a wonderful life. She even got 
to live her teenage dream of starring in a 
legs commercial in the show. As Rocca 
commented in the show, “Look at those 
gams!”  Brelesky’s quick witted humor, 
had so much meaning in the show, “Save 
a couple nickels, save a couple dimes, 
come back with a dollar, then hunny come 
and see me sometime.” While it sounds 
flirty, it refers to the struggle she faced 
growing up during the Great Depression 
affecting her upbringing and young life. 
On the show, Brelesky whipped up a tray 
of Greek cookies, but her personality and 
spirit were the things her viewers will 
remember.

 photo by: Alex Winakor

ceremony and feeling that will capture the 
day at hand.  
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OPINION
Weighing the Problems

By: Meagan McAdams

 Most MHS students know the 
weight room as where they go for P.E. 
when they don’t want to play basketball. 
However, after-school the dynamic 
changes. Any student can go in and work 
out as long as there is an adult in the 
room monitoring, and he/she is properly 
dressed. 
 The rules of the weight room 
are not always followed. From walking 
through it to get to the locker room after 
school, I’ve observed students lifting when 
there is no adult in the room, lifting in flip 
flops, and using dangerously incorrect 
forms. Simple manners and etiquette 
seem to not apply to the weight room 
either. When lifting, different weights are 
constantly being changed out. Is it so hard 
to put the weights back on the racks when 
you’re done? I cannot remember a time 
in the weight room when all the weights 
were in the spots where they belonged. 
  While all of this is against the 
rules, that’s not the worst part. In the 
winter when the doors are shut and it’s 

packed with every athlete that’s not a 
part of track, basketball, or wrestling, the 
room gets incredibly hot. Students sweat 
all over every machine and weight. Once, 
last year, I saw two students spraying and 
wiping the benches with just water. From 
a scientific standpoint, those benches are 
probably the most bacteria riddled places 
in the school.
 However, it’s not all bad in the 
weight room. It is refreshing to see that 
so many students want to spend their time 
after school to work out, and everyone is 
very encouraging of each other. This past 
summer, there were even 3 new cardio 
machines added and 3 new, large fans 
installed.
 The teachers who usually monitor 
the weight room are Tanner Grove, Philip 
Orbe, Robert Alves, and Steve Stonaha. 
They enforce the rules as well as they can, 
but the only way for the weight room to 
improve is for the students to grow up and 
just follow the rules. 

Time to Cut the Cord
By: Nina Costa
 Growing up obviously has its 
obstacles. But, our generation and any 
generation after us seem to have it much 
easier than any one before our time. 
As time goes on, it has been noticed 
that parents are getting more and more 
protective over their children than ever 
before. 
 “Well where did we go wrong?” 
many parents seem to ask. There has been 
far too much comfort given to kids by their 
parents. Instead of allowing them to fail, 
learn from their mistakes, and know that 
life will go on, parents always make sure 
to assure their child that they’re special, 
for no apparent reason at all. Yes, this is in 
a way a parents “job” but, you must allow 
a child to know that there are situations 
in life that you can’t just crawl back to 
mommy and daddy to fix. According to 
a Huffington Post article on the subject, 
“When a college freshman received a C- on 
her first test, she literally had a meltdown 
in class. Sobbing, she texted her mother 
who called back, demanding to talk to 
the professor immediately (he, of course, 
declined).” This issue isn’t just remaining 
in younger grades, it’s following through 
to college. This is where the big problem 
occurs. What happens when that student is 
out on her own and experiences a stressful 
situation out in the work field? You cannot 
call your parents to fix those problems, 
that’s for sure. 
 It is understandable when a 
parent is protective over their children 
in elementary school, seeing as how this 
is the first time the child has really been 
out and alone for the first time, but there 
comes a point where parents need to 
start to realize that when your child is 
in high school and college, you can no 
longer control their life. This is where 
they need to learn to cut the cord and let 
them go through and experience stressful 
situations in order to prepare them for the 
“real world.” 

An MHS student performs squats.                                  photo by: Patrick Caron
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OPINION

By: Nina Costa
 At the beginning of this school 
year, there has been a new rule set due 
to all the tardiness last year brought. 
Although in years prior students were 
never held to a limit of tardies, now they 
begin to receive office detentions after 
3 times of being late to school or class. 
Many students are getting aggravated 
with this.  
 I’m sure everyone has had many 
mornings of running late. Sometimes it 
just happens. Maybe an alarm didn’t go 
off when planned or it was just slept right 
through and ignored, whatever it may be, 
everyone’s been late. So why are students 
being punished for this all of a sudden? 
There could even be times where it’s not 
even your own fault for being late, there 
could have been an accident on the road 
you take every day, or a traffic jam just 

Racking up Tardies

from everyone trying to get to work/school. 
If this rule had never been set in previous 
years, why now? There has always been a 
rule of “every 3 tardies equals 1 absence,” 
was that not good enough to receive an 
unexcused absence for one’s late arrival 
to school? Many students work right 
after school, especially upperclassmen, so 
these office detentions are just becoming 
an inconvenience for many. 
 In my opinion, the rule should 
stay where every 3 times a student is tardy, 
they receive an unexcused absence in their 
attendance record. This is more severe 
and much less time consuming when 
students have bigger priorities to attend 
to after school. Also, the more absences 
a student receives the more in danger 
they could be in with certain classes. 
Therefore, I believe this “danger” that too 

By: Kaylee Kingston

 We, humans, know little about 
our planet. We should take a step further to 
get to know our home a bit more than we 
do now. Humans today think they know 
everything about the earth, but really, no 
one does. 
 Did you know, the English 
language includes roughly around 1 
million words in its vocabulary, and the 
world holds about 2 million to 5 million 
kind of animals? We have only traveled 
10,900 meters into the ocean. Humans 
have lived on Earth for billions of years 
but still we haven’t explored all of our 
home. We are still working on getting a 
human on Mars, we can’t even do that.
 Horses can’t vomit. They can’t 
physically throw up because of the power 
cut-off valve muscle. The esophagus meets 
the stomach at an angle that enhances the 

The Unknown Home  

cut-off function when the horses’ stomach 
is bloated with food or gas. If you ever 
had the energy to fart consistently for 6 
years and 9 months, enough gas would 
be produced to create the energy of an 
atomic bomb. Also, a human head remains 
conscious for about 15 to 20 seconds after 
it has been cut off from the body. It might 
be gross to think about, but the blood in 
your head is enough to keep you alive and 
conscious for a few seconds after your 
head has been separated from the body, 
though reports as to whether it’s true or 
not, are difficult to confirm. Those facts 
are interesting and most likely unknown 
by half of human beings living on Earth. 
Don’t always just assume everything, we 
barely know anything about ourselves. 
 You shouldn’t listen to the many 
false posts and reports that are given by 

uneducated news channels about any 
topic. Ebola is one of the most talked 
about topics and people barely even know 
the symptoms that Ebola causes. News 
channels such as Channel 3 or Fox News, 
make Ebola sound like it’s going to take 
over the world, well it’s not. Only three 
people in the United States are ill with this 
disease. News doesn’t always tell the truth 
and all the facts. 
 In my opinion, everyone need to 
be educated about the Earth more. The 
less we know about the earth, the less we 
care about it.  Earth is our home and if we 
care so much about it why don’t we learn 
some more?

many absences could put a student into 
would be more motivating to be on time 
as opposed to just giving out detentions.

 photo by: Patrick Caron
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LIFE
Apple’s New Releases

By: Emma Baxter

 Apple has announced its possibly 
biggest release on the Flint Center stage 
in Cupertino since the original iPhone, 
Mac, and iMac.  The iOS 8 update and 
new iPhones are released with confidence 
and are dressed to impress. Apple has 
definitely made a mark on 2014.
  Comparing the screen sizes, the 
iPhone 5s and the iPhone 6 have a .7 inch 
difference. The 5s and the 6 Plus have a 
1.5 inch difference. The 6 and 6 Plus have 
a .8 inch difference. With the iPhone 6 
Plus’s screen sizing up to 6.22 inches, and 
the 6’s screen at 5.44 inches, iPhone is in 
a place it has never been before. The new 
iPhone 6 and 6 Plus, with retina displays, 
have taken a new look on what iPhone can 
be.
 The new iOS update has also been 
a big hit with the public. A new messaging 
update will allow the user to pull down 
the alert from the messages and they will 
not have to leave the app – they can reply 
right from the down swipe. As a user, 
users can also attend to their mail right 

from the alert. When an email is received, 
it can be marked as read without looking 
at it fully. When in Mail, if a contact, 
address, or flight can be saved either right 
into the calendar or to contacts. Other new 
features include that the camera now has a 
self–timer and audio and video messages 
can be sent.
 In addition to the original apps 
being updated, Apple has released some 
new apps that automatically download. 
The new Health app was released, and so 
was the Tips app, along with other apps 
that Apple has issued.
 Apple’s new release has now 
turned heads in their direction. With two 
new phones and a new iOS update, the 
designers and technicians at Apple have 
impressed everyone. With Apple plowing 
forward with innovative ideas, they are 
sure to impress everyone.

Norwich RoseGarden 
Ice Arena 
By: Ashley Weekly
 The Norwich RoseGarden Ice 
Associates were hard at work this past 
summer while they renovated the former 
Norwich Ice Rink. The space is now 
named the Norwich RoseGarden Ice 
Arena, and is already turning heads.
 Construction took many months 
to complete because almost everything 
in the space was taken out and replaced. 
Tiesha DiMaggio, the rink’s assistant 
manager, said, “The only thing that is 
pretty much the same is this outside shell. 
Literally every part that wasn’t part of the 
frame or structure has been torn out or 
ripped down.” 
 The ice arena is still offering 
the same activities as before in terms of 
hockey, figure skating, public skating 
time, and Learn to Skate classes. There 
will be many activities available in the 
rink’s community room. It used to be 
used as storage for skaters’ items, but will 
now host scheduled classes that aren’t 
related to the ice. Chelsea Chiappa, a 
dance major from St. Joseph University, 
will be offering dance classes held there 
each week. The new management is 
also asking local businesses, such as the 
Mohegan Sun, if they would like to lease 
out the extra space. DiMaggio said, “We 
are trying to keep our thought process 
open so that we can kind of come up with 
new and interesting things.”
 Another staff member of the 
Norwich RoseGarden Ice Arena, Sara 
Bailey, is a certified personal trainer. She 
will be offering time devoted to fitness and 
training that is complimentary to skating.
The rink associates have also decided to 
add the competitive sport of curling to 
their schedule. It will begin in the summer 
of 2015 to fill empty ice time leftover 
from the end hockey season. 
 As for the arena’s fees, public 
skate still costs $11 including skate rentals. 
All other prices of renting the arena or 
having birthday parties have either stayed 
the same or decreased.

IPhone 6  advertisement as seen in Boston.                    Photo By :Patrick Caron
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LIFE

By: Michael Lopez
Everyone has a memory that when they 
look back, they get all nervous and 
clammy. I know that I have a few times 
in my life like this. What’s a memory 
from your childhood that gives you a 
knot in your stomach whenever it comes 
to mind?
In my life, that was probably when my 
brother was in the hospital when he was 
little. I just don’t think about it that much 
because it gives me a knot in my stomach. 
It just makes me not feel good.  He had 
meningitis when he was much younger. It 
was so bad that he almost died. He was a 
baby at the time.  I think he was about  six 
months old when he was really sick.

How old were you so you could remember 
all of this?
I really don’t know how old I was when 

Humans of MHS: Taylor Crews

he was sick. Well, I personally don’t 
remember when it was happening. Just 
knowing the fact that he was in such bad 
condition is really scary. I was probably 
like one or one and a half at the time 
from what my parents have told me. Just 
thinking about it is nerve wracking.

How close would you consider you and 
your brother?
I’m very close with my brother. Being 
only a year apart in age, we can be very 
relatable with one another, you know? I 
have a hard time opening up to him about 
stuff in my life, but if he needs to open up 
to me about anything, I am always here 
for him. He is slightly younger than me, so 
I have been through all of the same things 
that he is going through right now. 

By: Ryan Turney

 The deadly disease known as 
Ebola is causing panic around the world, 
and for good reason. The most dangerous 
threat is that it has reached so many people 
throughout the world (centered mostly in 
New Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia) 
that it is hard to isolate and treat. Isolation, 
also known as an “Incubation period,” is 
the best way to control Ebola; it is a 21 
day period where a patient is monitored 
and a contact circle is created to monitor 
any possible infected people that were in 
contact with a patient.  
 There has been a recent scare in 
the United States after the first reported 
case in early October. The patient, Thomas 
Duncan, entered the U.S. from Liberia. 
Within 4 days, Ebola was in America. This 
rapid spread scares many people because 
of the inability to accurately say that a 

Ebola Crisis

patient has Ebola. This lack of accuracy 
is due to the symptoms Ebola brings. 
These symptoms include fever, muscle 
aches, vomiting, and others which almost 
mimic the symptoms for the common flu 
virus. However, the good news is that the 
virus can only spread if a patient has the 
symptoms. The other reassuring fact is 
that the virus can only spread through the 
exchanging of bodily fluids.
 Unfortunately, there is bad news 
that comes with this life-threatening 
disease, news that doesn’t reassure many 
people in the affected areas of the world. 
The bad news is that there is a shortage 
of many supplies needed to treat patients 
properly. For example, there are only 
1,576 beds in place for patients, but there 
are 2,122 additional beds needed. Also, 
there has been $254 million worth of funds 

requested by the UN, but there is still $734 
million needed. These numbers shows the 
unpreparedness of our health services in 
the face of Ebola outside of our borders. In 
order to change the current state of these 
poor and developing countries, there will 
be a need for longer hours and stronger 
strategies to control the rapid spread. 
 Recently, there was a reported 
case of Ebola in New York City by a man 
named Craig Spencer. He is currently at 
New York’s Bellevue Hospital Center 
which is, “One of the eight hospitals 
statewide designated as part of an Ebola 
preparedness plan” (According to CNN). 
This preparedness in the U.S. brings 
reassurance to many people, and a sense 
of hope for patients. dealing with this 
terrible disease. 

     photo by: Michael Lopez
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MHS NEWS
The Luckiest Woman in the World

By: Stefanie Szot

 “You have a living piece of 
history in front of your eyes,” said MHS 
English teacher Kelly Brooks as she 
introduced special guest speaker Irene 
LeBlanc. LeBlanc was a young, Polish 
girl during World War Two (WWII) who 
decided to share her story of survival and 
perseverance to a room of students.
 LeBlanc was 7 at the start of the 
war. At age 9, her family was taken out 
of their home in Poland, put onto cattle 
trains, and brought to a German camp; the 
family was separated for 3 years. While 
in the camp, LeBlanc and other children 
would watch American planes fly over the 
camp and call them “American Angels.” 
One day, the children were told that they 
would be killed because there wasn’t 
enough food. LeBlanc paused before 
saying, “I hoped they would do it,” but 
they never did; she continued to look for 
American Angels.
 LeBlanc was forced to move to 
another camp. That was the place LeBlanc 
was saved by her American Angels. One 

soldier that saved them cried when he saw 
them and she told him, “Don’t cry for us, 
we are free.” After she wiped away her 
tears, LeBlanc said, “I think that was the 
happiest day of my life.”
 Two questions that have stuck 
with LeBlanc are, “Why did they have 
to do that?” and “Why they have to kill 
them?” She saw no reason for the death of 
7.5 million Jewish people; over 5 million 
of those killed were children. LeBlanc’s 
family was able to save 1 Jewish person 
that she now calls her sister. LeBlanc’s 
mother took the girl in as the girl’s parents 
were being taken to a concentration camp. 
The girl’s family did not make it to the 
end of the war.
 LeBlanc was forced to live and 
see things that no one in this generation 
has ever been exposed to. She has seen 
a 3–day-old newborn die and has come 
close to death herself, but she is still able 
to wake up every day saying, “I am the 
luckiest woman in the world,” and, “God 
bless America.”

Court Adjourned  
By: Gerald Aquino
 MHS seniors make adjustments 
to their daily lunch as administrators are 
closing senior court. The issue began when 
trash and leftover food were scattered all 
around the grounds, forcing others to clean 
up the mess. Taking away the court would 
be the second senior privilege confiscated 
this year. The first privilege would be the 
changes made to senior leave/late arrival. 
 Administrators have taken 
initiative on the issue of trash in the court 
that signs have been spotted on the walls 
surrounding the outdoor environment. 
“Due to food & garbage being left both 
in and outside of the Senior Court, the 
Senior Court will be closed during lunches 
should this problem continue.” The sign 
is covered with pictures of animated food, 
trash and meals that have a mark across 
it. The poster concludes its message with 
a friendly reminder, “Please be sure to 
clean up after yourselves and remind your 
fellow students to do the same. Thank you 
for your cooperation.”
 There has been a feeling of 
instability in maintaining a healthy and 
peaceful environment that should be the 
Senior Court. In the recent weeks, students 
have been faced with bees invading their 
space. The bees surround the trash can 
and make students afraid to throw out 
their garbage as the possibility of getting 
stung creeps in the back of their mind. 
 A few seniors understand why 
administrators would be upset. MHS 
Senior Joshua Handler explains, “I 
understand where they are coming from. 
We are obviously not going to pick up 
after ourselves and keep it clean. It doesn’t 
show respect to the school so I guess they 
have a right in what they are doing, but 
they should also have to view our side of 
the opinion as well.” Responsibility being 
one of the core values, it’s time the seniors 
take responsibility and learn from this 
experience.

Irene Leblanc as she recalls a moment from the Holocaust.       photo by Taylor Montminy
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MHS NEWS

By: Kaylee Kingston and Staff Editor
 The Thirst Project (TTP) is more 
than raising money for children in Africa, 
it’s about kids and adults coming together 
and collecting money to save lives. Our 
own Montville High freshmen have started 
a club, aptly named The Thirst Project 
which meets to hold fund raisers to collect 
money for those in Africa who don’t have 
water. Connor Franta gets this message out 
on youtube, letting others know the club’s 
noble mission.  For their first fund raiser 
TTP is having a penny drive here at MHS. 
This money will help people build water 
wells in African communities that don’t 
have clean, potable water. Unlike some 
other charities that have hefty overheads, 
this money will go straight to the fund, 
nowhere else. 
 Duncan Brown and Savanna 
Holland started this group. Their goal is 

Thirsty for Pennies

to raise enough money to help as many 
people as possible who are in need of 
water. 
 The Penny Drive is devised to 
be a competition between grades.  At the 
end of each day the group is going to have 
the pennies counted and whoever has the 
most gets a surprise prize. There will be 
4 different buckets for each grade put in 
front of the office and the group members 
will walk around every lunch wave 
collecting pennies. This will take place 
December 1-5.  
 The group is hoping that students 
and staff will be generous with their 
pennies.  While their goal is lofty, it is 
also admirable.  The club meets every 
Thursday at 2:05 in room 322 (Mrs. 
Smith’s room).  TTP runs independently 
and is student facilitated.

By: Van Heller

 While doing research for 
projects, some students face problems 
finding the information at school. Some 
of the challenges students face are the 
blocked pages on the Internet. The pages 
are blocked based on the website’s 
content and certain key words used to 
search. When students type in one of 
these keys words, instead of the desired 
website, the server will send them to the 
iboss Network Security page. This page 
will explain why students cannot enter 
the page. For example, if you search 
for Youtube.com, the description of the 
content of the site will state, “Website 
contains prohibited audio/video content.” 
This means the organization that regulates 
the search engine restrictions deems that 
website as inappropriate for its user. 
These restrictions were put in place to 

Virtual Curtain over MHS Computers
deter students from entering inappropriate 
and distracting sites so students don’t go 
off task. However, these interventions 
sometimes restrict research on the Internet 
for MHS students.
 Words that have activated these 
firewalls violate Montville’s restrictions, 
but some words may just have a bad 
reputation. When the word ‘tattoo’ is 
searched on the Internet, once again the 
security page will pop up. However when 
‘body piercings’ are searched, all access is 
provided along with access to other sites 
that provide directions to piercing parlors 
in Conn. Are words like ‘tattoo’ and 
‘piercing’ all that different? Does ‘tattoo’ 
sound more like an obscenity? 
 Polls were taken throughout 
the school to see teachers’ and students’ 
opinion on the web security on the school 

computers. When 20 students were asked 
if they thought the web security was 
too strict, 75% thought the service was 
too strict. In the other poll, 10 faculty 
members were asked if they thought 
students were mature enough to access a 
school computer and use it appropriately 
without the security system. Sixty percent 
of the teachers asked answered no, while 
the other 40% were either undecided, yes, 
or thought otherwise. Some teachers noted 
how they trust some, but not all students. 
A few teachers shared the same view that 
these rules were put in place for 2% of 
students, while other students can handle 
computer use freely. While some people 
may think iboss Security is a little strict, 
at least students are still able to look up 
‘tattoos’ in the library the old-fashioned 
way.

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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By: Helena Sun
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was Mr. Ventres, the band director. 
This issue’s Guess the Teacher does not 
think individual Trix cereal pieces taste 
different. If he had to wear one colored 
tie forever, it would be sky blue. In high 
school, he got a detention for skipping 
classes “here and there.” His biggest role 
model is his mother who “broke a lot of 
the norms when she was young.” She got 
her master’s degree, rode horses, was on 
the Olympics fencing team, got her pilot’s 
license, was a model and raised three kids 
when she was divorced.  He likes iced 
French vanilla coffee from Dunkin. A 
piece of advice he would tell a teenager 
is: “Explore as many interests as possible 
before picking a career. So many more 
careers are available now.” A piece of 
advice he would tell someone his age is: 

Guess the Teacher

“Be smart with your money.” His favorite 
city is Boston because it is “historic, clean, 
has pretty cool people and is home to the 
best baseball team in the world.” He says 
if he were a vegetable, he would be corn 
because he loves summer and “corn is 
flexible. You can use it for cornmeal, boil 
it, pop it, etc.” If he had to be stuck at one 
age forever, it would be 25. His biggest 
interest when he was 8 was trains; he 
wanted to be a train engineer. His ultimate 
pet peeve is when someone is texting in 
the middle of a verbal conversation. The 
farthest he has been from Montville is Las 
Vegas. His favorite nursery rhyme song 
was The Itsy Bitsy Spider. He has blinds 
and curtains at home. He eats his Oreos by 
twisting them and then eating the cream 
first. At a movie theatre, he uses the right 
armrest. If he could make a planet, the one 

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 Heroin use in Connecticut is higher 
than ever, no pun intended. U.S. Senator 
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., said, 
“Heroin deaths in Connecticut continue 
to skyrocket, a burgeoning, exploding 
crisis that requires immediate, substantial 
attention — from law enforcement, from 
medical and mental health professionals, 
and from our communities,” “We cannot 
mince words or waste time.” This year 
in Torrington, Connecticut, there have 
been 8 fatalities due to heroin overdoses. 
Out of the 8 deaths in Torrington only 1 
was a female fatality. Litchfield County, 
which includes Torrington, had a 185.7% 
increase of heroin fatalities from 2012 to 
2013.
 U.S. Rep. Elizabeth Esty, D-5, 
said, “The rising number of deaths from 
opioid overdoses is devastating our 

Heroin is on the Rise
communities,” “I’m very concerned by 
the significant increase since just last 
year. These are our family members, our 
friends, and our neighbors.” According 
to www.registercitizen.com, “During the 
first 168 days of the year, an average of 
one person per day died from opioid use 
in the Nutmeg State.” 
 The rise of heroin can be partly 
blamed on the economy. Heroin is much 
cheaper than alternative substances. 
For example, a bag of heroin costs 
users roughly $5. Whereas prescription 
painkillers go for around $15 to $20 per 
pill. The combination of the poor economy 
and addicts needing a high are a perfect 
storm for heroin to be the substance on the 
rise.
 Many heroin addicts start as people 
abusing painkillers, then go to snorting 

heroin, and eventually begin injecting 
themselves with heroin. However, unlike 
painkillers, abusers of heroin are addicted 
to the opiate immediately; heroin is 
physically addicting after one use. 
 “The heroin addict who needs 
help in Connecticut is likely to be white, 
more suburban and often younger than 
the one in your mind’s eye,” from www.
nhregister.com. Even though this is the 
stereotypical heroin abuser, abusers 
of heroin are a very diverse group of 
people. Heroin is an uprising problem in 
Connecticut and unless it is addressed 
more and more people will abuse heroin. 

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Becca Carroll

unique feature it would have is grass like 
a golf course. His favorite knock-knock 
joke is, “Knock-knock.” “Who’s there?” 
“Lettuce.” “Lettuce who?” “Lettuce in.”
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